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In the past three decades, the work of Francisco Varela (1946–2001) has had an
enormous impact on current developments in contemporary cognitive science,
especially in the field of so-called 4E approaches to cognition. However, Varela’s
thought was extremely complex and multifaceted, and while some aspects – notably, his
contributions to the autopoietic theory of living and the enactivist and embodied
conceptions of mind and cognition – have gained widespread acclaim, others have
either received significantly less attention or have not been dealt with in sufficient depth.
The neglected aspects span various fields and topics, ranging from artificial life and
immunology to phenomenology and wisdom traditions, and are intricately connected
with the more well-known elements of his work. Such selective treatment of Varela’s
legacy is highly regrettable, as it not only threatens to miss potentially important
insights, but also impoverishes and/or distorts the overall image of Varela’s philosophy.
In order to counter this trend, this special issue aims to address the more unfamiliar
aspects of his work, exploring how they might be put into practice effectively and what
concrete implications they may have for various scientific disciplines.
The contributors might find it useful to reflect on the following questions:
Q1. Are the less well-known aspects of Varela’s work still important or have they
been ignored for a reason?
Q2. Which aspects of Varela’s work have been unduly neglected in contemporary
research, and how has this omission affected the corresponding field and/or
discipline?
Q3. How could the neglected aspects of Varela’s work be productively incorporated
into contemporary research? What concrete results might they produce?
Q4. How important is the role of neglected aspects in Varela’s overall philosophy?
Could these aspects help us obtain a better understanding of the more popular
elements of his work (e.g., autopoiesis, enaction, etc.)?

Possible topics include, but are not limited to (see also Suggested Reading below):
T1. Formal systems
including work in artificial life, artificial intelligence, cellular automata and the
calculus for self-reference.
T2. Biology
including immunology, perception and color vision, viewing living organisms as
dynamic systems, evolution as natural drift, and questions of teleology.
T3. Phenomenology
including the shift from naturalization of phenomenology to
phenomenologization of nature, investigating the (in)compatibility of
phenomenology and natural sciences, as well as practical phenomenology, i.e.,
the development and implementation of first-person techniques.
T4. Wisdom traditions
including enactive approaches to contemplative/meditative techniques, the
relationship between enactivism, phenomenology, and wisdom traditions, as
well as Buddhist philosophy.

Article submissions
The special issue will be organized around a number of target articles followed by open
peer commentaries (OPCs). Expressions of interest to submit a target article, including
a short abstract, should reach us by 1 August 2016. If your proposal is accepted,
submission of the full paper (in English) is due 1 April 2017, followed by a double-blind
review. In the case of conditional acceptance, sufficient time will be allocated for the
revisions requested. Target articles should not exceed 9000 words. The special issue
will be published in November 2017 in Constructivist Foundations, a print and online
open-access journal indexed in Web of Science, Scopus and other citation indices.
Submission of papers is free of charge. Each author will receive a complimentary print
copy of the special issue.
Please use the Word template with the author guidelines to be found at
http://submit.constructivist.info/template.doc
Declarations of interests, paper submissions, and all inquiries should be sent by e-mail
to the editors at: submit/at/constructivist.info
For further information about this special issue, see:
http://constructivist.info/special/varela

Timetable
1 August 2016
1 April 2017
15 July 2017
1 October 2017
15 November 2017

expressions of interest (with short abstract)
deadline for paper submissions
deadline for revised papers
deadline for OPCs
publication date
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Further resources
http://cepa.info/author/varela-f
Francisco Varela’s bibliography of 230 publications, many of them as full texts
http://cepa.info/approach/neurophenomenology
A bibliography of publications relevant to neurophenomenology
http://cepa.info/approach/enactivism
A bibliography of publications relevant to enactivism
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