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PRUCHA: Jihad on the Internet

Worldwide (Online) Jihad

the medium of 

communication and exchange of informa-

-

less online Jihad communities have come 

online forums been established2, but there 

are countless blogs and traditional websites 

available, which spread and share a broad 

Jihadis often refer to the Arabic term isdarat

for data, that consists of general publica-

sermons or general statements and dec-

larations – but also technical information 

chemical crash courses3

4

is able to access and/or download these 

isdarat

Sawt al-

Jihad

explains the reasons for these isdarat and 

states that „these [isdarat

5

exchange useful tips and practical hints, 

discuss ideological and theological issues 

and allow an insight into their tactics and 

-

-

6 To provide a short overview on 

isdarat is being spread over the 
7

Online Jihad:

Handbooksa) : Explosives – how to 

Weapon handbooks

weapons categories are described, such 

ABC weapons – explanations 

Military 

Nico Prucha

Jihad on the Internet – The 

Anomalous Case of Abu 

Jandal al-Azdi

„We have witnessed the criminal acts of some of our youth, 

who are citizens of this country. They have killed people, 

If a person does something wrong and is convinced that it 

is right, then we have to look at the root causes. We need to 

ask: Did the source of this ideology come from this land or 

was it imported from outside? Was it a result of fanatical 

ideas from people who have been brainwashed? Or is it a 

combination of factors, internal and external?“1
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handbooks

Toxins, 

Assassinations, Intelligence and 

counterintelligence

Technical assistance (hard-, and b)

software), using the Internet – essential 

information such as how to program, 

design and maintain a web page, how 

host these sometimes 1 or 2 GB-size 

Programs, what programs should 

be used to protect oneself, to conceal 

use of PGP

that has led to the development of „the 

8

 Ideology c) – Ranging from statements, 

fatwa’s 9 and 

documents in general that deal with 

sometimes several hundred pages long 

WORD and/or PDF documents include 

Prisoners“10, referring to the capture 

of seven Russian police officers in 

call to join, or a call for Jihad, as written 

11

and democratic elections as being un-

kufr 12,

With the creation of online databases, the 

ideological documents are now available 

the endeavour of digitalising a great deal 

Most authors of ideological documents 

-

selves as being a Shaykh, a respected and 

being called a Shaykh because of his under-

ideological predecessor of Faris az-Zahrani 

-

but has since his death attained an even 

more important role and his writings are 

-
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called mu’askar al-battar

The Case of Abu Jandal al-Azdi

-

dal al-Azdi is an ideologue whose importance and 

13, Faris 

az-Zahrani is a special case even though he has 

arrested in Saudi Arabia in August 2004, „while he 

14

and ideologues, az-Zahrani, the number 8 on the 

list of the 26 most wanted jihadis, is alive, serving 
15 He 

Times and Defeater of the Americans“16

devastated“, or „the Dispute [between] the Sword 

and the Pen“17 and for his articles in the Voice of 

Jihad 18

the release of the „List of the 26 Most Wanted“19

Saudi authorities explains in an interview with the 

Voice of Jihad his reasons for publishing under the 

alias Abu Jandal al-Azdi, as he compares himself 

-

20 He 

scholars that are available online and it seems that 

21

-

Voice 

of Jihad -

-

us about the judicial sharia-

ruling [that allows] to target the 
22, Az-Zahrani 

informs the reader about the 

second edition of this „most 

-

-

23

Voice of Jihad,

as for example „the Urgent Letter to the Soldiers 
24 led to reac-

az-Zahrani delivers a detailed description how 

reaction of several Arabic newspapers after one 

of his students confronted his professor with this 
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25

26 What had been the 

as being unbelievers, heretics, stressing that it is the 

fault of the Saudis, that Americans and Westerners 

The capture of az-Zahrani has been a vital blow 

arrest, the Voice of Jihad published a „Statement 

Zahrani“27

Re-enacting Prophecy – re-enacting Moses and 

the „Game of the Pharaohs“

For Jihadis life is full of temptation and trials set 

resist these temptations, remain focused and concen-

trated on the main objective of human existence – the 

world, whereas the members of the ruling clan of the 

This notion is part of a widespread rhetoric in Jihad 

-

-

-

path“28

to trial the believers and is a ruse of the unbelievers, 

29

narrates the stories of the Prophets Moses, Abraham, 

-

30

this he won over the people and the magicians, who 

God and recognized that Pharaoh is not their Lord 
31 This notion prob-

pressure because of the violence32

33

heraldries, having been able to mobilize armies from 

34

of the Mujahidin and their scholars accepted this 

because the ruler is aware that he cannot defeat the 

-

ing to az-Zahrani, there cannot „be a true dialogue 

the Saudi government is „incapable to give answers 

for example:

„What is the ruling on the rulers who do not judge 

ruling on the rulers who decide, based on the laws 

is the ruling on the rulers that wage war on God, His 

the regime, stating that „whoever does not do what 
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-

and thus allowing all Muslims, all believers the 

the Pharaoh is an ancient comparison to modern 

as Pharaoh had assembled his „magicians“, so will 

the rulers of Saudi Arabia gather their „magicians“ 

placed to underline the arguments such as 26:29: 

the „phenomenon of the Pharaoh“ is present at all 

-

ideologues such as Faris az-Zahrani consolidate the 

conviction of certain circles, that the near enemies, 

-
35 And 

and others means that their interpretation of the 

What has been written about imprisonment, 

-

-

Endnotes

-

-

See for example: 

3

4  The main forums are all Arabic, but forums in other 

Abstract

-

gegen einen ungläubigen Pharao, der sie, die gottesfürchtigen und rechtgeleiteten Mudschahidin, unter-
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tanzim

Die Stimme 

des Dschihad – al-Qa’ida’s erstes online Magazin

7  These few categories shown here as an example, serve to 

-

-

„The New Issue of Technical Mujahid, a Training Manual for 

Jihadis,“ Terrorism Monitor, March 29, 2007, http://jame-

2

-

ideologue: Roel Meijer, „Re-Reading al-Qaeda Writings 

of Yusuf al-Ayiri,“

f

0

– a detailed commented translation of his article „Join the 

Al-Qaida

Texte des Terrors, -

-

-

14  Roel Meijer, „The ,Cycle of Contention’ and the Limits of 

Terrorism in Saudi Arabia, in Saudi Arabia in the Balance: 

Political Economy, Society, Foreign Affairs

Al-Qaeda’s Ideological Hem-

orrhage, The Jamestown Foundation, 

9

Sawt al-Jihad: 

New Indoctrination of Qa’idat al-jihad

c

17 9

19

pdf

22  The intention of the interviewer is to receive a clear statement 

Milestones

-

33  Al-Rasheed, Contesting the Saudi State Islamic Voices from 

a New Generation

34  Abu Jandal Al-Azdi, „A Program We won’t show you except 

what the Al Sa’ud perceives and the Al Sa’ud doesn’t Guide 

you to anything else than to the Path of Reason,“ http://

3

title the Game of the Pharaohs

described in „The Statement of the Mujahidin on the Arabian 

Peninsula concerning the last declarations of the [Saudi] Min-
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