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Kymuwo teme: KouKkbiw

11. /TaTuKbIMLUE YPOK: D4aH KeBbITbILW KaA

LText  emeeeemi i -

Eny: — JuaH, KeBbITbIWKE Kal, 3paanaH LWyKo
KOUKbILW Kynew. Spfaa YHa-BAaK TO/bIT.
Mbin KOrblNbbIM bILWTbIHEM JiF]
KOMaHMeNHaMm KysLWTHeM.

duyaH: — Mom Hanauw, aBain?

Eny: — KuHgbim Han.

dyaH: — Lembim an’e owbiMm?

Eny: — WK CyKbIp WembiMm a nes CyKblp OWwbiM.

dyaH: — 3Jwe mom?

Eny: — XoN0OAWNbHUKbIW OHYaA, MYHO Y/A0 MO?
YKe rbiH, 20 (K0N10) MyHbIM Han.

dyaH: — A 3we Mom HanmaH?

Eny: — Swe KOK Kuno wblgaH noxawbim, 300

(Rymwyao) rpamm  YibIM, KOK KWUAO
WbIIbIM, KOK NMTP  WOpbIM,  yXap
LOraHbIM, 0O/IMaMm.

duaH: — O/Ama)KbiM MbIHAP KMJAOM Hanaw?

Eny: — KymbITbim.

SuyaH: — Tuae ybina?

Eny: — OubiH’K, ubinia. Kyrypak cymkam Han, d4yaH.
dyaH: — Wopa, aBaii.

JyaH CyMKam Hanew fAa KeBbITbiW KaA. KesbIT
KaHZal WwaraTaaH noybl/iTew. 4aH OHAaKpaK Tonew aa
TYONAQH MKMbIHAP MUHYTbIM By4yallblKe BepelTeL.
dyaH ByYa, MOM Hanaw WOHeH wora. Bawke KeBbITbiM
NoYybIT. J4aH 4blna MOpPBAPbIM Hanew, O/Ma rbiHa
KeBbITbILITE YKe. J4yaH nasapbiw Kaa. TywTo Typno
onmam yxanat. Llepe onmaxe wepre: aKkwe WK
KunonaH 30 (Kymnio) TeHTe, WonbiXKo — wynabipak: 20
(kono) TeHrem wWora. 34aH KOK KW/10 LepbIM 13 UK K10
lono onamam Bucall ogew. Yvinaxnan 80 (KaHaawne)
TEeHTe OKCcam Ty/na Aa MOHTbIWKbIXKO Kasf.

— Mom HanHet, J4aH?
— Kok anTp wépbim.
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ﬂl. Vocabulary
aK

BepewTall (-am)

Bucall (-em)
rpamm (r)
rbiHa
MKMbIHAP(€e)
nopaaw (-am)
népsap
KeBbIT

Kuno
KOrblIbO
KOM
KOMaHMe/Ha
KOUYKbILL
Kyrypak
KyawTaw (-am)
avTp (n)
NoxKaLl
menHa

MYHO

OKca

onma

OHAaK
OHyYanauw (-am)

0oYblH'M

Qamp

price

to have to; to get, catch
/seelV.2./

to weigh, to measure
gram

only /see IV.3./
some, a few

to ask; to request
groceries, food
store, shop
kilogram, kilo
stuffed pastry, pie
layer

(Mari layered pancake)
food

bigger

to bake

liter

flour

pancake, crépe

€gg

money

apple

early, before

to look

probably, most likely

market, bazaar

nen(e)

noybinTaw (-am)

CYKbIp
CyMKa

TeHre

TyWTo

Tynaw (-em)
yKanaw (-em)
YKe rblH

Y
XONOANNBbHUK
yblia
yblnaxke
wem(e)
wepre

wepe

woraH

woraw (-em)?*
worauw (-em)?
woHaw (-em)
wono

wynao
WwblgaH

Wbl

apna

3paanaH

half /see IV.4./

to open (intransitive),
to be opened

loaf

bag

ruble

there

to pay

to sell

otherwise

butter
refrigerator
everything, all

in all, all together
black

expensive; dear, precious
sweet

onion

to stand /see IV.6./
to cost /see IV.6./
to think

sour

cheap

wheat

meat

tomorrow

for tomorrow

J

Ill. Grammar

1. Desiderative mood:

Usage of the desiderative mood:

With the desiderative mood a wish or intention can be expressed. The usual equivalent in
English is ‘to want/intend to (do something)’: Moili nydHem. ‘I want to/intend to read. ‘ ~ Mol
go3biHeMm. ‘| want to/intend to write.” Mbil biHem ayd. ‘I don’t want/intend to read.” ~ Mbiii

bIHem 8030. ‘| don’t want/intend to write.’
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Formation of the positive desiderative: A verb in the desiderative mood is comprised of the
following three elements, the verbal stem —see 6.111.1. (page 98) — the desiderative suffix, and
the personal suffixes:

Verbal stem: Since the desiderative suffix starts with a consonant, in first conjugation verbs
the automatic simplification of certain consonant clusters occurs. In second conjugation verbs
the final vowel -e/-0/-6 becomes -b1 before the desiderative suffix.

Desiderative suffix: The suffix of the desiderative mood is -He-, which is added to the
(modified) verbal stem.

Personal suffixes: The forms with the personal suffixes are shown in the following table. They
are the same for both conjugations.

Conjugation |

nypaw (nya-) KOYKawW (KOYK- > Kou-)
1Sg -Hem | nyaHem KOYHeMm
2Sg -HeT | nyaHet KOYHeT
3Sg | -Hexe | nygHexe KOUHerKe
1Pl | -HeHa | nyaHeHa KOYHEeHa
2Pl | -Hepa | nyaHepa KouHena
3Pl | -HewrT | nyaHewT KOYHewT

Conjugation Il

unaw (wne- > unbl-) BO3aL (B030- > BO3bl-)
1Sg -Hem | uablHem BO3blHEM
2Sg -HeT | nnbiHeT BO3blHET
3Sg | -He)e | unblHexe BO3blHEXe
1Pl | -HeHa | nnbiHeHa BO3blHEHA
2Pl | -Hepa | wnbiHepa BO3blHEAA
3Pl | -HewT | nnbiHewT BO3blHELWT

Formation of the negative desiderative
A verb in the negative desiderative consists of a negation verb marked for mood and person,
followed by the verbal stem.

Negation verb: The stem of this verbal form is o/-, followed by the mood marker -He- and the
personal suffixes.

1Sg | biHem
2Sg | biHeT
3Sg | biHexK
1Pl | biHeHa
2Pl | biHepa
3Pl | biHewT

Connegative forms: Recall the stem simplifications that occur here — see 6.111.1. (page 98).
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Conjugation |

nypaw (nya-) KOYKall (KOYK- > Kou-)
1Sg | biHem nypg, bIHEM KoY
2Sg | biHeT nya bIHeT KoM
3Sg | biHeX nypg, bIHEX KoY
1Pl | biHeHa nyg, bIHEHA KoY
2Pl | biHega nyg blHeAa KoM
3Pl | biHewT nyg, bIHeLT KoY

Conjugation Il

nnauw (nne-) BO3awW (BO30-)

1Sg | biHem une blHEM BO30

2Sg | biHeT une blHeT BO30

3Sg | biIHeX une blHEX BO30

1PI blHEHa une blHEHa BO30

2Pl blHega une blHe4a B0O30

3Pl blHeWT nne blHeLWT BO30

nyaw KafLl

Positive Negative Positive Negative
1Sg | nybiHem blHEM Ny KablHEM bIHEM KaW ~ Kae
2Sg | nybiHeT bIHEeT ny KanbIHeT bIHET Kali ~ Kae
3Sg | nyblHexKe bIHEX My KalblHexe bIHEX Kal ~ Kae
1Pl | nybiHeHa blHEHA Ny KaWblHeHa bIHEHA Kal ~ Kae
2Pl | nybiHepa blHeaa ny KaliblHeaa blHeAa Kai ~ Kae
3Pl | nybiHewT bIHeLWT ny KalblHewWwT bIHELUT Kan ~ Kae

2. Adjectives + nominal suffixes:
While adjectives remain in their base forms in most situations, they can assume the usual
nominal suffixes (plural suffixes, case suffixes, possessive suffixes) in certain situations.

a) Adjectives used as nouns:

Adjectives can be used as nouns in Mari, e.g., cambipbik ‘young; the young (person)’ and
yxapee ‘green; the green (one)’. In such cases, they are declined as nouns: cambipbik-871aK
‘the young’, camesipbikHa-enakeiH nawawm ‘the work of our young people’, yxapaoim
tiépamem ‘I love the green one’.

The same applies in shortened answers when the noun in question is not repeated.

— KuHabim Han. — Buy bread.
— lWembim an’e owbim? — Dark or white?

b) Adjectives following nouns:

In their normal position before nouns, as modifiers, adjectives do not assume the nominal
suffixes added to the noun and remain unchanged: usu népm ‘a small house’, u3u
népmeiwmod ‘in a small house’, usu népm-enax ‘small houses’. If, however, an adjective
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occurs after a noun — as an afterthought, as it were — it must have the same suffixes that the
noun itself has:

| MbIn N6PTbIM, U3UM, bILLTEM. \ I’'m building a house, a small one. |

IV. Words and word usage

1. sepewmauw (-am):
This verb has several meanings.

a) ‘to have to’: In this sense the verb is impersonal, occurring only in the third person singular
(present tense: sepewmew), and coupled with an infinitive. The person who has to do
something is in the dative case.

MblfaHem MallMHaM yrKanall BepeluTeLl. | have to sell the car.
TyanaH By4all BepeluTell. (S)he has to wait.

Instead of marking the person who has to do something with the dative case, a possessive
suffix can be attached to the infinitive.

MalunHam yrKanawem BepeLuTeLl. | have to sell the car.
Byualwbixke BepeLuTeLl. (S)he has to wait.

b) ‘to get, receive, catch’: In this meaning the verb is also impersonal, occurring only in the
third person (singular or plural). The person ‘getting, receiving, catching’ is in the dative case.

| DyaHNaH Kyry KOJ1 BepeLuTeLl. \ Echan catches a large fish.

2. 2biHa ‘only’:
The word ebiHa comes after the word it refers to.

dyaH 4blna nopBapbiM Hanew, onama rbiHa | Echan buys all the groceries, there are only
KeBbITbILUTE YKe. no apples in the store.

3. nen, nese ‘half’:
The short form nesn is used attributively (‘half a ...") whereas the long form nese is used as a
full noun.

Men cyKblip KMHAbIM Han! Buy half a loaf of bread.
KaHal wararart nene 8:30

The same applies — in less absolute terms — to mbiHAp/MbIHApPe ‘how much, how many’. The
short form is mostly used attributively and the longer form is used when it stands alone,
without a noun following it.

MblIHAP 0aMa Kynew? How many apples are needed?
MblHApe Kynew? How much is needed? (How many are needed?)
4. yke ‘'no’:

The word yke can mean ‘no’ as the opposite of ‘yes’ — see 8.IV.10. (page 129) — or can be the
opposite of ys0 and have the meaning ‘not to have, not to be’.
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— Te BeHrpna Kytbipeaa?
— Yke.

— Do you speak Hungarian?
— No.

KeBbITbIWTE 0/IMA YKe.

The store has no apples. ™
There are no apples in the store.

MNoptem yke.

| don’t have a house.

5. woeaw (-em) ‘to stand’ ~ woeaw (-em) ‘to cost’:

Note the difference in meaning between these two second conjugation verbs.

3H'b|p OMCa BOKTeHe Wora.

The fishing rod is standing next to the door.

Onma Kono TeHrem Liora.

The apples cost twenty rubles.

— Onma mou wora? — Koso TeHrem.

Also note the government of the verb woeaw ‘to cost’. In the question ‘What does
(something) cost?’ the word mo ‘what’ is in the illative (mow). In all other situations, the
amount something costs is in the accusative case or, alternatively, when the verb is not used
in the answer, in the nominative.

Onmapa moul wora?

Kono teHrem Lora.
Kono teHrem. ~ Kono teHre.

What (how much) do your apples cost?

They cost twenty rubles.
Twenty rubles.

MK Knno wbin mow wora?
KoKkwyano TeHrem wora.
KoKwyaod TeHrem.
Kokwyao TeHre.

How much does a kilo of meat cost?
It costs two hundred rubles.
Two hundred rubles.

MK Knno onma molu wora?

Kymno Hbin TeHreaT BMT/IE blpbiM
wora.

Kym/10 HbIJ1 TEHTEAT BUT/IbIM.

KymJ/i0 Hbi/1 TEHTEAT BUT/IE.

How much does a kilo of apples cost?
It costs thirty-four rubles and 50 kopecks.

Thirty-four rubles and 50 kopecks.
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6. Yblna, YblnaH, Yslaaxce:

These words are similar in meaning, but not synonymous: 1. ysina ‘all, everything’ can be used
independently or attributively before a noun, 2. yeinan ‘all, everyone, each one’ is used
independently, 3. ybi1axce ‘in all, (everything) altogether’.

MblIl4 TbINAQHET Yblaa Kanacem. I’ll tell you everything.
MbIli TeHAAM Yblaam MopaTem. I love you all.
Me 3pna YbliaH ToNbIHA. We will all come tomorrow.

Everyone, along with the journalists,
is going to the rally.

Two apples and three apples — how
many does that make altogether?
TyabIH Ybliaxe Kym nopT yno. (S)he has three houses altogether.

YblnaH KYPHANNUCTTe MUTUHTbILW KaAT.

Kok onma ga KYM O/iMma — Yblaia*Xe MbIHAP nnew?

7. todaw (-am) ‘to ask’:
The government of this verb depends on the nature of its constituents. When coupled with a
verb, the person being asked to do something is in the accusative case.

MbI MonTawemMbiM MbllaHeM MoLWaL Kogam. | will ask my friend to help.
MbI TYHbIKTbIWbIM YMblATapaLl hogam. | will ask the teacher to explain.

When coupled with a nominal, the person being asked for something is followed by the
postposition deu.

MbIn MonTawem Aey NoJbiWwbIM Kogam. | will ask my friend for help.
MbI TYHbIKTBILO AeY KaHalbiM Hogam. | will ask the teacher for advice.

If the action or object being requested is not stated, both options are possible.

MbI MonTawem aey nogam.

. o | will ask my friend.
MbIX nonTawembim nogam.
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V. Exercises

1. Conjugate in all persons.

1) Mbi *anbiwite nnbiHem. Mbi ANbILUTE bIHEM Une.
2) Mbiii TMAE *onepbiMm KonbiwTHEM. Mblli TUAE onepbiM bIHEM KObILT.

* an ‘village; countryside’, onep ‘opera’

2. Put the verbs in the following sentences into the desiderative. Example: A. [Tempos y
rneecsim 803d. > A. [lempos y rnoecbim 803bIHEH(E.

1) Tyao pegakuuMibliwTe Nawam biwTa.

2) Woua-Bnak pylwiapHAH TeaTpbiLl OFbIT Kaii.

3) Tobll anblwTe UneT mo?

4) HyHO KeublBan ey Bapa MK LWaraT KaHaaTar.

5) TbIn MOIaH KacTeHe LWKObILWTO KoaaT?

6) Tyno morai onepbim KosbllTeLw?

7) AHyLW, MOM KOYKaT?

8) MbIit Wbim Warat/iaH om KbiH'es.

9) Mbiih A. MnaTOHOBbIH «YeBeHryp» AymaH *pomaHKbim nyaam.
10) Moua-BnaK Kac mapTe MyHuYanTar.

* pomaH ‘novel’

3. Answer the following questions, using the cues in parentheses.

1) Tbit BubnnoTeKbIWTE Morait KHuram HanHet? (dictionary /mymep/)
2) Te (Pl.) k6naH nonwbiHepa? (teacher)

3) JuaH, ypoKeTbiMm Taye MosiaH biHeT biwTe? (my head hurts)

4) Morai Korblaibbim bILITbIHET? (meat)

5) Toint MeTAmbITbIM MONaH bIHET y3K? (Petya’s wife is sick)

6) WByK, nasapbiw monaH KanbiHeT? (I need flour)

7) WelaaH noxaw geHe mom KyawTHeT? (a layered pancake)

8) *OkHam monaH biHega nouy? (it’'s cold here)

9) HyHO NOPTLIWTLIM MONAH Yy:KanbiHewT? (they want to buy a new one)
10) Tyno mom BucbiHexe? (apples)

11) MonaH TyA0 KbI3bIT biHeX Tyn0? (she doesn’t have money)

12) *Wonbbixko *m3axk gey mom ogHexe? (a dictionary)

13) TeHAaaH ewbiwTe KO KeBbITbIW KowTew? (my little sister)

14) Te (Pl.) nasapbllwKe KyHam Kaega? (at 11 o’clock)

15) MasapbiwTe mom HanHeT? (meat, bread, eggs)

16) KywTo *napenre wynabipak? (at the market)

17) KyHam onma weprbipak? (in winter)

18) Taue woraH mow wora? (one kilo costs 18 rubles)

* okHa ‘window’, wosbo ‘(younger) brother’, uza ‘(elder) brother’, naperee ‘potato’
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4. Complete the dialogues, using the given words as objects, and putting the verb in the
appropriate form. a) komaHmenHa b) myHo c) *cepoiw (so3aw)

a) —  AHyW, TbIt MOM KOYHEeT?
- Mbinn....
— A TbIn, D4aH, MOM ... ?
—  MpbiaT....
—  AHywWw geH duaH, Te ... ?
- Me...

b) —  3yaH, Tbi/ KeBbITbILITE MOM Ha/HeT?
- Mbinn....
- AEnymom..?-Eny...
—  DvyaH geH Eny ... ? —HyHo ...
— ATe nasapblwTe MOM ... ?
- Me...

c) —  JpMK, Tbili pyLIapHAH MOM bILITbIHET?
- Mbinn....
—  DpUK pyWwapHAH MOM ... ? —Tygo ....
— ATbIn, Bopuc, ... ? — Mbint ... .
— Opwuk geH bopwuc, Te pywapHAH MOM ... ?
- Me...

* cepoiw ‘letter’

5. Translate into Mari.

1) Today is my birthday /woumo keue/.

2) lwant to invite my friends /doamaw/.

3) | want to bake meat pies (Sg.).

4) My daughter wants to help me.

5) She says /olinaw (-em)/, “Mother, | want to help you. | want to bake (make) a little
cake /mopm/.”

6. Translate the words in parentheses into Mari, putting them in the proper case.

1) Mot *nenegplwbim, ... (white) , ndpatem. — A mbliii ... (White) om MOparTe.
2) Tenbim ... (cold) Kyrbiza Toneww, io4a-BiaknaH ... (many) nénexkbim KoHAa.
3) KeHexXbiM NyweHre-BAaK ... (green) ynbiT.

4) ... (big) *mepaH yoabipawTe nna.

5) MbinbiH wykapem ... (little) .

6) ... (red) *¢dnar-Bnak ypembite KOMbIT.

7) Mbliih ... (green) *TyBblpbiM Hanam, a Toil ... (black) .

8) ... (big) Moua-Bnak usgep AeHe MyH4YanTar.

* nenedwiw ‘flower’, mepar ‘hare, ¢pnae ‘flag’, mysoip ‘shirt, dress’



11. JlaTUKbIMLLE YPOK: I4YaH KEeBbITbIL Kas 165

7. Transform the following sentences into factual conditional sentences with esiH. Example:
JuaH, 710HAWbLIM HQAA, KOMAHMEAHAM Kyswmam. > 3I4YdH, /0MAUWbLIM HGAAM 2blH,
KOMQHMETHAM Kyauwmam.

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

Cepre, *6uneTbim Han, *KMHOLW KaeHa.

LLyko nyaca, wWyKo naneaa.

dpAaeHe *3apAaaKbIM bIWTbI3a, Ta3a AniblAa.

Moya-Bnak, WKONLIWTO *caiibiH TYyHeM3a, Bapa *yHMBepcuTeTbIlITAT
**TyHemMalwaa *KywTblaro aveLw.

AHywWw, TMAE aIMbIM *I4y, BalwKe *napemar.

* bunem ‘ticket’, kuHo ‘movie theater; movie’, 3apadke ‘physical exercises, calisthenics’,
caliiH ‘well’ (adverb formed from cadli), kywmeinzo ‘easy’, Gyaw (-am) ‘to drink’, napemaw
(-am) ‘to get better, to improve’

** Example of the construction ‘infinitive + possessive suffix’': ‘Studying at the university will
be easy for you. This is an alternative to the construction with the dative: Tein1aHOa
yHUBepcumemeoiwmam myHemaui(da) Kyumelianz2o aueu.

8. Translate the following sentences into Mari.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

If you (Pl.) get up early /apak/, set the table.

If you (Pl.) don’t help her, she will not bake (make) you a layered pancake.
If you don’t come in time /xcaneiwumeone/, | will not wait for you.

If you finish your work, go home.

If Ivuk does not invite my friend, | will not come either.

If birds fly to a warmer country, winter is coming.

If it doesn’t get cold tomorrow, let’s go skiing.

9. Answer the following questions about the text uan Kesbimoiw Kas.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

dyaH Kyl KaAa?

KeBbITbIW KaAw TyAbiM KO Moaeww?
Eny mom KyawTHexe?

KeBbIT MbIHAP WarataaH noybiatew?
JYaH KeBbITbILUTE MOM Ha/HeXxXe?
MasapsbiwTe morai oiMam y>KanaTt?
LLepe onmarke mouw wora?

A wonbiko?

d4aH MbIHAP KN/10 0O/IMaM Haneww?

10) Tyao mbIHApP TeHTem Tyna?

10. Using the sentence below as a basis, form five additional sentences using the other five
personal pronouns and the following infinitives with objects: wyko kHuza — nydaw, 3apAadke
— bILUMAW, KO2blAbo — Kyawimauwi, *apbys — Haaauw, wyoo meHeae — myaau.

MblnaHem *malumHam yXa/lall BepeLwiTeLl.

* apbys3 ‘watermelon’, mawuHa ‘car’
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11. Answer the following questions.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

MK Knno woein mow wora? /250 rubles/

MK cyKbIp Wem KuHge mow wora? /15 rubles/

MK nuTp wop mow wora? /25 rubles/

Jly myHo mow wora? /38 rubles/

MK Knuno y»kap woraH mow wora? /36 rubles/

MK kuno *nomungop mouw wora? /74 in winter, 27 in summer/
MK Kyry apby3 mow wora? /69 rubles/.

* nomudop ‘tomato’

12. Read the following dialogue and then rewrite it, using oama: wepe (25), wono (20).

Momuaopaam yxanega?

YKanem. Moranbim Ha/iHeAa: MOLWKAPTbIM an’e yxKaproim?
Mowkaprbike new wepre, oubiH’ n?

Mowkaprbike 36 (KyM10 Kya) TeHTe, y3kaprbixe 24 (KO0 Hbin) TeHTe.
Tyrexe MK KMo yXKaprbiM Aa Nen KMo MOLWKaprblM BUCHI3a.

Tese uK Kunoart nene.

Ybi1aXknaH MbIHAPbIM TY/1bIMAH?

42 (HblNNe KOK) TEHTEM.

13. Read the following dialogue and then translate the two different alternatives for the last

sentence.

1)
2)

DPMUK, TbiNbIH OKCaT yN0?

Yno.

MbinaHem spna mapTe nyaH KepTaT?

MblHApe Kynew?

MKTax Kymwyao BUTNe TEHTeM NyaH KepTaT?

Keptam. Mom HanHeT?

dpna BaTe@MbIH LIOYMO KeublKe, TyasaH *ayxum Aa MKMbIHAP neneablllbiM
HanHem.

Tomorrow is my daughter’s birthday. | want to buy her a bicycle /eesnocuned/.
Tomorrow is our teacher’s birthday. We want to buy her a nice /cbiiHe/ present.

* 0yxu ‘perfume’

14. Translate the following dialogue into Mari and then rewrite it, using the words given

below.

Give me a loaf of bread, please /noxanylicma (pronunciation: /pozaldste/)/.
Dark or white?

Dark. How much does dark bread cost?

13 rubles.

Where do | pay (the money)?

Pay at the cash register /kacce/.

KOK KMNO0 0/IMa, oLKapre, yxapre, 50
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15. Complete the following dialogue using the following words in their appropriate forms:
nesaeobiw, Haaaw (-am) 2x, woaaw (-em), meHze, asam.

-  Mom ..., yapipem?
— ... LLOYMO KeUbl’K/laH neneapliwbim.

—  Moran...?
-  *Posamouw ... ?
-  Wypo ...

- Tyre>+<e MbI UK nenegbiwbim ... .

* po3a ‘rose’

16. Write down the dictation.



