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Abstract

We need the help of the sciences 
now more than ever, what with the 
coronavirus pandemic, the economic 
downturn, global warming, racial un-
rest, the threat of cyberattacks, and 
at least a hundred other problems.  
And yet, the sciences these days 
are suffering from their own set of 
problems, and have even contribut-
ed in significant measure to many of 
the problems that now beset us.  Are 
the sciences, therefore, up to the job 
we need done right now, or can they 
be helped to be up to that job, and if 
so, how?  These are serious issues 
that a socially relevant science stud-
ies should take up.  What might be 
philosophy of science’s role in that 
endeavor?  This will be my topic.
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